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Let me first acknowledge your anxieties and frustrations.  I know that there is much that is unknown, much that can change quickly, and much that is dependent on forces that are beyond your control.  I feel this not only as a principal, but also as a dad.

Secondly, let try to assuage some of those frustrations and anxieties by stating—point blank—that you will drive the ship of your child(ren)’s secondary education.  Those of you who are most familiar with Seward High’s program know that we endeavor to put the needs of students, and their families, first.  The staff has long leveraged technology to remain flexible.  If you have an educational need or request, you’ll find that I and the teachers will most likely respond with “how?” rather than “no” or “why?”  

I, Mr. Plan, Ms. Cronin, Ms. Gal, and Mr. Dye will meet with District Leadership on Wednesday, August 5th and Thursday, August 6th.  We are charged with developing the specifics of the mitigation and instructional plan that will best provide for the safety and instructional needs of the school and the students we serve during the COVID19 Pandemic.  This plan will be published to the larger Seward Community no later than Friday, August 7th.  There are a few things, about the plan, that are already given:

1) The mitigation plan will follow the KPBSD 2020 August School Smart Start Plans.
2) The mitigation plan will require students to wear masks when social distancing can’t be maintained.

3) The instructional plan will remain flexible so that we can quickly adjust to meet the needs of our individual students and their families—even if those needs change and/or Seward sees another spike in COVID transmission. 
Seward High’s plans will look WAY different depending on local infection rates.  The best thing the community can do is practice CDC guidelines for limiting transmission.  The lower the community infection rates, the more normal school operations.  The higher the infection rates, the more restrictive our safety measures.

One other consideration:

Last Spring’s school closure occurred under emergency circumstances and with little preparation.  Parents should expect that this fall will look different because we have better understanding of the virus, way more time to prepare for flexible instruction, and a whole quarter of practice.

Homeschool is a great option for families to consider while weighing all of the needs of their child(ren)’s education.  I would ask for patience, however, to better understand what their regular schools can offer before making that final decision.

 If you have not already, please take the Quick School Choice Poll.  Responses will assist me and the school leadership team with plans for the opening of school on August 24th.  This is not your definitive answer—you will receive a separate required “Returning School Information Update” response form next week. Your quick poll response is needed by 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 4th. 

Don’t forget to closely monitor the District’s Homepage for the most up-to-date information for school start, communication, sports, activities, and more.
Finally, if you haven’t already reviewed KPBSD’s Smart Start 2020 Frequently Asked Questions Flyer, please take the time to do that now.  I believe that it will answer many of the pressing questions you’ve been carrying during the entire summer break.  I’m hopeful that it will add some additional comfort in this uncertain, anxious, and frustrating time.
Thanks for your patience and understanding.

Sincerely,
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Trevan Walker, Principal
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