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September 7 

Labor Day 

NO SCHOOL 

 

September 10th 

Picture Day 

 

September 12 

Homecoming 

Parade and Dance 

 

September 16 

Early Release  12:50pm 

 

I was pleased to welcome Seward High’s students back to school to begin another amazing year.  I was 

particularly excited to welcome the Class of 2019 as they will represent the 40th class to pass through this 

humble school on the hill that first opened its doors to graduate the Class of 1979.   

Much has changed since 1979 and some of that change came as recently as this summer.  I’d like to ex-

tend a huge thanks to the Kenai Peninsula Borough Maintenance Department and to our Activities Direc-

tor, Al Plan, for their work in the gym.  Five of the six surfaces were painted—including a new gym 

floor.  The sound baffles were replaced and painted, and they wired the scoreboards to be run from a new 

digital scorer’s table on the west side of the gym.  Finally, they assisted in hanging the new trophy ban-

ners on the west wall.  The end result is a new gym, with a new Seahawk, and a new source of pride for 

our student body.  

I’m also pleased to announce that Seward High will be adding an additional COW (Computers on 

Wheels) to our instructional program.  This will bring our student computer number to 174 which marks 

the conclusion of our goal for a 1:1 student/computer ratio within our larger Hybrid High School Initia-

tive. 

Canvas: 

If you haven’t heard, The Kenai Peninsula Borough School District has adopted Canvas as the single 

Learning Management System platform for all of your child(ren)’s online instructional content.  It even 

comes with an app that provides access to Canvas on personal electronic devices.  This will greatly im-

prove both teacher and student efficiency for access, and will improve our ability to communicate up-to-

date deadlines, projects, and progress.  As with all technology adoptions, however, there will be an im-

plementation dip.  The district’s Information Technologies department is working hard to create seam-

less Parent Advisory Access.  This requires working through several technical layers and involves play-

ers from multiple data platforms.  I can promise that this an IT priority and we will be anxious to an-

nounce to Planet Seward High when this is ready.  Stay tuned!  

Grade Check: 

It seems as if the school year has just begun, but we are already looking forward to the first mid-term 

eligibility grade check for our student-athletes.  We will pull grades on Monday, September 21st.  A re-

minder, this will affect Cross-Country, Volleyball, Football, Swimming, and Debate in the short term 

and affect Wrestling, which begins on September 30th, in the long term.  If a student has less than a 2.0 

and/or an F in any class, then they will have one (1) week to regain eligibility—the one-week grace peri-

od applies only to the mid-term eligibility checks. 

Communication: 

Seward High’s Blog is growing and expanding exponentially.  It really is the source of information for 

all things Seward High School.  Now, you can add our webpage to your smartphone’s home screen. 

For iOS (IPhones): 

1. Using Safari, navigate to http://sewardhighschool.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/wpmu/  

2. Press the middle forward button at the bottom 

3. Press Add to Home Screen 

4. Name it what you want and press Add 

 

For Android operating systems 

 

1. Using your browser, navigate to http://sewardhighschool.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/wpmu/  

2. Press Menu, then Bookmarks, then Add to Bookmarks 

3. Name the Bookmark what you want and press OK 

4. Exit the browser and return to your home screen 

5. To add it to the home screen, long press the screen on which you want to add the bookmark. 

6. Press Shortcuts, then Bookmark, and select the bookmark you added in step 3. 
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 PowerSchool - Where to Go To Be In The Know 

     Seward High School makes every effort to communicate with students and their families about what is happening at the high 

school.  A great source of information is our online PowerSchool program.  Students and parents can access a wealth of information 

including class schedules, grades, attendance, and the school blog.  Parents and students must have their own access code to use 

PowerSchool and letters with this information have been sent home this year.  If you have not logged into PowerSchool please con-

tact our school counselor. 

     There are two ways to log into PowerSchool.  Go to the internet and type in 1.) http://ps.kpbsd.org/public. This will take you to 

the login page, or 2.) Go the school district’s website www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us and click on Students/Parents.  On the left side of the 

screen you will see the PowerSchool icon or symbol.  Click here and it will take you to the login page.  If you haven’t checked out 

PowerSchool by now you should. 

     We also distribute information via daily announcements to the student body every morning and we send out a monthly newsletter 

that has a calendar for the month’s events with important dates to remember.  All three schools use the electronic sign on the high-

way that is updated weekly.  Also check out the High School’s blog for daily information.  Be sure to take an active role in finding 

out what is happening at the high school.  So, now you know—where to go—to be in the know! 

School Picture Day 

        Thursday, 

    September 10th 
Picture packets will be available at the school 

or you can sign up online and pay with a credit 

card at Lifetouch.com. 

When you call Seward High School, you will reach an automated 

greeting.  This menu will direct your call.  Press: 

1 for Attendance - Kim Reierson 

2 for Counseling Office and Records - Martha Fleming 

3 for the Athletic Director  - Al Plan 

4 for the Principal - Trevan Walker 

5 for the Pool - Sylvia Ingram 

6 for the Theater -Wolfgang Kurtz 

0 for the School Secretary - Denny Murphy 

 

Continued from page 1 

Final Thoughts: 

As always, I close my notes with a reminder about my open-door policy with all of Seward High’s stakeholders.  I am committed to continu-

ing that philosophy.  I genuinely look forward to hearing your questions, comments, and/or concerns and will always make time to accom-

modate them.  I can be reached at twalker@kpbsd.k12.ak.us or by phone at (907) 224-9077. 

 

Sincerely, 

Trevan Walker, Principal 

            Hands On Science in Marine Biology 

                                                                                                                     
The Marine Biology class is working with Kenai Fjords National Park and NOAA to conduct a ma-

rine debris survey on Fourth of July Beach.  Following NOAA’s protocol, the students record and 

remove debris from the beach and then upload the data to the NOAA database.  This information will 

be used for research about the sources and movement of marine debris.  This is another example of 

how Seward High School is contributing to our scientific understanding.  Students will continue the 

survey throughout the school year and ask residents to refrain from designated beach clean-ups on 

Fourth of July Beach.  Visitors to the beach are reminded to take their garbage with them. 
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Counselor’s Corner 

THINGS PARENTS/STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW TO 

BEST PREPARE FOR COLLEGE 

 

START EARLY - PLAN TO SUCCEED 

 
If your child is college bound there is a considerable amount that you, as parents can do to help position your child for the best pos-

sible scholarships and grant opportunities (money you don’t have to pay back)! 
 
It’s not just about a 4.0 GPA anymore, although high school transcript showing classes taken, level of difficulty (honors or ad-

vanced placement) as well as grades is one of the most important pieces of information on a college application.  In order to qualify 

for the best scholarships and grants, students need to prepare themselves outside of the classroom as well.   
 
Below is some information and resources that may assist you in your quest for college and financial assistance.  This is by no means 

an exhaustive list and it is highly recommended that you consult your school counselor, websites, and desired college websites for 

additional information.   
 
Extracurricular activities - Encourage student involvement to the degree possible as colleges are looking for well-rounded individu-

als, not just scholastically gifted.  Help your student find out about all extracurricular activities available at school, as well as within 

the church or local community.  For most scholarships it is important your student is involved in some type of extracurricular activi-

ty all four years of high school.  Participation in these can lead to excellent contacts for college letters of recommendation as well as 

school teachers and counselors. 
 
Class officer positions - Student involvement as class officers, particularly Junior or Senior year can help develop leadership poten-

tial as well as land scholarship money at some colleges.   
 
Leadership positions - Encourage student involvement in potential leadership positions within their school, church, club or commu-

nity, as their interests and capabilities dictate.  This experience can also be used on college applications as well as scholarship appli-

cations. 

 

Financing College 

Alaska Performance Scholarship – take the challenging classes! 

Alaska Permanent Fund College Savings Plan 
Prepare in grades 7-12 for College Fees (start savings if not already done) 
Have child work and save for College 
 
College Entrance Tests - The best prep is for student to do well in all classes from 9 th grade on.  Developing excellent study habits 

now as well as organizational skills to keep on top of when assignments and tests are due will also help with College success.      

Intervene early if they are struggling in a particular subject so they have tools to be successful.  Talk to teachers, counselors, your 

child, be proactive! 

 

Test coming up: 

ASVAB (Armed Service Vocational Assessment Battery)    September 9 - sign up with Martha 

 

ACT   October 24 www.actstudent.org    Sign up by September 18th 
 

SAT   November 7   www.collegeboard.com   sign up by October 9 

http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.collegeboard.com
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Alaska Measures of Progress (AMP) Testing 

In the spring of 2015, students in grades 3-10 across the state of Alaska took a new assessment called the Alaska Measures of Progress (AMP). 

AMP replaced the Standards Based Assessments (SBA). This is the first year of the AMP test, and score results are delayed due to the State of 

Alaska’s standard setting process to determine the range of scores for each level of achievement. Individual school scores are expected in Octo-

ber after the process of standard setting is complete. Statewide scores expect to be released in late August.  

Learn more at http://bit.lyAMPtestFAQ  

 

      

                       Seward High School Blog 

http://sewardhighschool.blogs.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/wpmu 

                                        For all the latest news!   

Topic 
Attendance 

Procedure 

Tardy (unexcused) or Late (excused)? At the start of the school day, a tardy will be considered 

unexcused (T) until there is a valid excuse, then the tardy 

will be changed to late (L).  BP 5113: Tardies may be con-

sidered excused when the parent/guardian provides a note 

or calls the school, is pre-arranged, when the school is con-

tacted by an agency, and with approval from the site Ad-

ministrator. 
  

When does tardy end and absence 

begin? 
At the start of the school day students are considered tardy 

during a fifteen (15) minute window beginning at the 

sound of the tardy bell or start of the school day.  If the stu-

dent is more than fifteen (15) minutes late, then the student 

is considered absent from class.  Schools taking attendance 

twice daily only, will follow the same 15 min window for 

am and pm attendance. 

At the Elementary Level: Students arriving after the 15 minute 

window, arrival time will be entered with a code of partial-

ly excused (PE) or partially unexcused (PX). 

At the Secondary Level: At the start of the class period, with 

the exception of the first period of the school day, students 

are considered tardy at the sound of the tardy bell.  If the 

student is more than five (5) minutes late to class, then the 

student is considered absent from class. 

http://bit.ly/AMPtestFAQ
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Nurse’s News 

 

Healthy Habits 

Before our kids go back to school, we frantically get new gym shoes, backpacks, lunch bags, 
pencils etc.  Then, we all have to readjust to the school schedule and homework.  Once all the 
chaos calms down, there are some pretty basic habits to get back into like getting enough 
sleep i.e. a minimum of 8hrs. Data shows that more is beneficial for continued health and 
brain development in our kids. 

Eating breakfast  and drinking water verses the popular caffeinated and sugar-filled 
drinks.  Last but not least,  washing our  hands frequently has shown to be one of the more 
important and effective ways to protect ourselves and  to prevent spreading illness. 

 

Wishing everyone a fantastic school year!  

Nurse Yoly 

KPC-Resurrection Bay Extension Site News 

Fall semester is underway with Intermediate Algebra and Introduction to Composition. A total of 16 students are ben-

efitting from taking college classes while in high school through the JumpStart Program. The Jumpstart Program of-

fers discounted tuition for Kenai Peninsula Borough High School Seniors and Juniors. 

Grades: Fall semester  2015 grades will be available December  17 at UAOnline. 

Transcripts for  the college classes taken at KPC will need to be ordered and sent to the post-secondary institu-

tion you plan to apply or attend.  Transcripts must be ordered online via www.kpc.alaska.edu , click on UAOnline and 

log in to secured area using UA Username and UA Password. Please note-It is the student’s responsibility to review 

their unofficial transcript for accuracy prior to submitting the online request for an official transcript. 

Consider pursuing a college degree at KPC: Check out the areas of study offered at http://www.kpc.alaska.edu/

academics/areas-of-study/ 

KPC Residence Life (student housing) Please visit http://www.kpcreslife.com 

Contact Resurrection Bay Extension Site Coordinator Jackie Marshall for more information 224- 2285 or jjpepimar-

shall@kpc.alaska.edu  

 

The SHS Daily Announcements are available by email each morning.  They are also 

available in PowerSchool’s Daily Bulletin.  If you would like to be added to our 

distribution list, please email Kim Reierson at kreierson@kpbsd.org. 

http://www.kpc.alaska.edu
http://www.kpc.alaska.edu/academics/areas-of-study/
http://www.kpc.alaska.edu/academics/areas-of-study/
http://www.kpcreslife.com
mailto:jjpepimarshall@kpc.alaska.edu
mailto:jjpepimarshall@kpc.alaska.edu


Seward High School Library Offers Digital Library 
Download eBooks:  Best-selling and classic titles available anytime, anywhere   

 

The Seward High School Library has expanded its services with eBooks, available to download from the library’s website. Library patrons can 

check out and download digital media anytime, anywhere by visiting http://kpbsdhs.lib.overdrive.com.   

 

Users may browse the library’s website, check out with a valid school log in, and download to PC, Mac®, and many mobile devices. Users will 

need to install free software: OverDrive® Media Console™ and Adobe® Digital Editions. Titles can be enjoyed immediately or transferred to a 

variety of devices, including iPod®, Sony® Reader™, and many others. Some audio titles can also be burned to CD to listen to on-the-go. Titles 

will automatically expire at the end of the lending period. There are no late fees! 

 

This new service, powered by OverDrive, is free for patrons with their school log in.  It is also available on all school computers.  To get started 

downloading eBooks, visit http://kpbsdhs.lib.overdrive.com .  To view a help video for using your mobile devices go to: 

 

OverDrive How-To Videos 

http://overdrive.com/help-videos/     

Marine Trades Field Trip on September 10th - Sign Up To Go 
 

The State Department of Transportation has partnered with AVTEC and Vigor to put together an entire day of activities, for Seward 

High and AVTEC students, all related to Maritime Industries.  There will be an Expo with several Maritime Industry employers and 

lunch will be provided.  Interested students will need to sign up in the office and complete the Field Trip Permission form prior to 

departure.   

 

                                                                                 September 12th 

      Football vs. Barrow/Volleyball vs. Grace 
Each year the Booster Club sponsors the Homecoming Parade which takes place during 

halftime of the football game.  Each class creates a float and the class with the winning 

float receives $100 for their class fund.   Get your classmates together and show your    

Seahawk spirit!  The Homecoming dance will be that evening 8-11pm at the                       

High School. 
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     Calendar of Events 

           Home sporting events are in bold print. 

September 2015 

 

4  Football vs. Homer  5pm 

         XC Running @ ACS 

4  Volleybal1 North/South Tournament  2:30pm 

5  Volleybal1 North/South Tournament  10am 

5  Swimming @ Kenai 

7  Labor Day - NO SCHOOL 

8  Volleyball vs. SoHi  C, JV, V  3pm 

 Football C Team @ Nikiski  4pm 

10  Picture Day 

 Marine Trades Field Trip 

 Volleyball vs. Houston  C, JV, V  4pm 

11  Swimming @ Homer 

 Volleyball vs. ACS  C, JV, V  3pm 

 XC Running Dieckgraeff Invitational  2pm 

12  Swimming @ Homer 

 Volleyball vs. Grace  12pm 

 Football vs. Barrow  2pm 

12  Homecoming Parade - 1/2 time of FB game 

 Homecoming Dance - 8pm 

15 XC Running @ Boroughs, Soldotna   

16  Early Release 12:50pm 

18 Football vs. Voznesenka  5pm 

18-19 Volleyball  Varsity @ Valdez Tournament 

 Swimming @ Kenai 

19  XC Running @ SuValley 

21  Football C Team vs. Nikiski  4pm 

25  Swimming @ SoHi Pentathalon 

26  XC Running @ Regions, Colony 

 Volleyball vs. Homer  C, JV, V  12pm 

 Football vs. Ketchikan  2pm 

29  Volleyball @ Kenai  C, JV, V  3pm 

30  Hawkwalk 
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Aug 17 - Dec 18, 2015 

Closed Sept 5- 7, Nov 26 – 29 

 

Open Swim 

M, W, F             6:30 pm - 7:50 pm 

Sun                4:00 pm - 5:20 pm  

 

 

Lap Swim 

M, W, F             6:30 am - 8:00 am 

                   5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 

T & Th              11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Sun                5:30 pm - 7:00 pm 

 

 

Parent & Tot Swim 

T & Th              11:00 am - 12:30pm  

 

 

Closed Evenings:  Sept 4, 11, Oct 2, 30.   

 

Admission Fees:  Adults $3.  Youth $ 2.    

 

Schedule subject to change. 

For current schedule call 224 -3900 or 224 9050.  

Seward HS Pool Schedule 

          Halkwalk is Wednesday, September 30th 

 

The Hawkwalk is Seward High School’s largest fundraising activity of the year. The proceeds 

support the school’s athletic programs. At any given time, approximately one half of our stu-

dents are participating in one of the many sports offered at the school. Our goal for the Hawk-

walk is 100% school wide participation this year. Pledge sheets will be distributed to all stu-

dents and more will be available in the office. All unused pledge sheets should be returned to 

the school. Any student collecting a minimum of $150.00 in pledges will receive free admis-

sions to all home sporting events. The Hawkwalk will take place on Wednesday, September 

30th in the afternoon during the school day. Students will walk from the school to the SeaLife 

Center and back.  Help support our students—pledge today!  



Seward High School 

 P.O. Box 1049 

 Seward, Alaska   99664 


